
 
   

 

 B U L L A R D  M E T H O D I S T         T H E  V I N E  

  C H U R C H               J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3  

FROM THE 

PASTOR’S DESK 
 
What is a disciple? If you ask five 
different Christians, you might get 
five different-sounding answers. 
Understanding this question is our 

focus for 2023. We will look at discipleship, what a disciple 
is, and what does a disciple do?  
 
For today we begin with John 8:31-32. To the Jews who 
had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
 
According to Jesus, a disciple is someone who holds to the 
teachings of Jesus Christ, and as a result, they are persons 
who know the truth and are set free. Holding to the teachings 
of Jesus involves two things. First, it consists in knowing 
God’s Word. Jesus is the word made flesh (John 1:14). To 
know the teaching of Jesus, we need to know more than just 
the Gospels. We need to know all of God’s Word. That’s why 
a disciple needs to read the Bible as a whole and not just 
parts of it.  
 
The second thing holding to the teachings of Jesus means 
is putting the Word of God into practice in our lives. It’s one 
thing to say we know something, and it’s another thing to 
know it because it makes a difference in our lives.  
 
James 1:22-25 says, Do not merely listen to the word, and 
so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who 
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like 
someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after 
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets 
what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the 
perfect law that gives freedom and continues in it—not 
forgetting what they have heard but doing it—they will 
be blessed in what they do. 
 
Someone who holds to the teachings of Jesus not only 
knows the teachings of Jesus, including the whole of God’s 
Word, but also does what it says. In doing so, they live out 
the truth of God’s Word and apply it to their lives. Is this 
easy? No. Is it possible in our power and strength? No. Only 
through the power and strength of God can we live according 
to God’s Holy Word as we hold fast to the teachings of Jesus 
and thus come to know the freedom and truth it provides. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
DAVID BRASHER 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

POTLUCK WITH A PURPOSE 
 
On December 14, 65-70 people attended our Festive 
Potluck Supper!  Pantry favorites were collected for the 
Mission House Food Pantry.  Thank you to everyone who 
showed up early to help set up and to those who stayed late 
to help clean up/set up for the Reindeer Games. 
 
Other Potluck Suppers are scheduled for the second 
Wednesday of the month in the Family Life Center.  On 
Wednesday, January 11, we will meet at 5:30 pm.  
January is usually a month associated with resolutions and 
starting healthy fitness habits.  Please bring a healthy food 
choice to donated to the Mission House food pantry.  This 
combines our fellowship time with a purpose!  Can openers 
collected earlier were distributed as needed and were 
greatly appreciated by the recipients. 
 
No reservations are required.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Judy Donnelly at (281) 450-2300. 
 

JANUARY MISSION BARREL 
 

 
 
Our January Mission Barrel collection will help the teachers 
of the Bullard Early Childhood Campus. The teachers have 
put together a list of items that are needed in their 
classrooms. You may pick up a list on the tables next to the 
Mission Barrels.  
 
 
The full church calendar can be viewed on our website at 
http://bullardfumc.org/calendar-2 
 

http://bullardfumc.org/calendar-2


 
   

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 
 
Happy New Year! Thank you so much to everyone 
participated in and supported our Children's Ministry events 
in December! We had so much fun at the Bullard Christmas 
Parade! On December 11, the kids performed “Christmas 
Road Trip,” a musical, at both services and told the story of 
a family going on a journey and the story of the first 
Christmas! They did a great job! Then, later on, December 
11, we had our Christmas market, and the kids got to spend 
“tokens” they earned to ‘buy’ Christmas presents for friends 
and family. Then on December 16, we had a fun family 
event: “Reindeer Games,” and had about 30 families from 
our church and community join us for a fun-filled evening of 
supper, family style-minute to win it games, and a Bible 
story! 
 
Our children were also mentioned in the Children’s 
Advocacy Center’s December Christmas Newsletter; please 
see below: 
 

 
 
I am so thankful to serve at this church alongside each of 
you, and I’m thankful for the children of this church and their 
parents who are making their children’s faith a priority. You 
are all a blessing to our church, our community, and to me 
and my family as well! 
 
Blessings to you, 
 
Deirdre Leung 
 
903-343-2857 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MUSICAL – DEC 11 
 

 
 

Encounter Worship Service 
 

 
 

Traditional Worship Service 
 

WEE CATS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
Calling all Wee Cats – Pre-school through Kindergarten 
 
Think about the “call” of Hannah and the “call” Mary 
received!  Our journey with Jesus continues, from the most 
humble of beginnings to the message that God sent Jesus 
for everyone! 
 
Come join our merry band for stories, puzzles, art, dancing, 
sign language, field trips outside, and more.  (I left out 
singing because a Wee Cat told me not to because they 
knew that one!!). 
 
We are right down the hall for the donuts.  Always room for 
one more chair! 
 
Miss Pam 



 
   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

STUDENT MINISTRIES  
 

YOUTH WORSHIP NIGHT 
 
Youth worship night on Sunday, January 8, from 5:00 – 
7:00 pm in the FLC.  Tyler Looney is our guest speaker. 

MIDWINTER CAMP AT LAKEVIEW 
 

Midwinter registration 
is open! January 13-
15, $150 per camper. 
Members pay half the 
price. 
 
Register at 
lakeviewmcc.org 
 

 

OTHER NEWS 
 

ONE-YEAR CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING 

CHALLENGE 
 

Pastor David is challenging everyone in our church family to 

join him in reading the entire Bible together in one year 

chronologically, beginning January 1, 2023. The One Year 

Chronological Bible offers a fascinating way to read through 

the Bible in one year in only fifteen minutes per day! Gain a 

better understanding of the order of biblical events and the 

historical context in which they unfolded. The entire Bible 

text―books, chapters, and even verses―is arranged in the 

order the events happened. Prophetic books are interwoven 

with the historical accounts they accompany. Psalms follow 

the events about which they were written. Proverbs are 

placed in the time they were compiled. The life of Christ is 

woven into one moving story. And Paul’s letters to the young 

churches in the first century are integrated into the book of 

Acts.  

 

There are several ways you can participate. (1) You can 

purchase your copy of the One Year Chronological Bible. 

Amazon offers three softcover and Kindle versions - NIV, 

NLT, and NKJV, (2) You can subscribe to the One Year 

Chronological Bible through your YouVersion Bible app, or 

(3) You can pick up a printed version of the chronological 

reading list from the church. 

 

We ask that all participants sign up to let us know they are 

interested in making this commitment for 2023. Call or email 

the church office to sign up and then on January 1, 2023, 

start reading your way through the Bible. 

 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE USHERS FOR 

JANUARY 
 
Joe & Patti Maxwell 
Justin & Jade Morris 

http://lakeviewmcc.org/


 
   

 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR JANUARY 
 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 – Epiphany Sunday 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 – Baptism of the Lord 
Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm 29 
Acts10:34-43 
Matthew 3:13-17 
 
Sunday, January 15, 2023 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11 
I Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 
 
Sunday, January 22, 2023 – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
I Corinthians 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23 
 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 – 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8 
Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Matthew 5:1-12 
 

UPLIFTING WORDS 
 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! 
 
I see God’s wonderful touch, 
Most every place that I look, 
In the raging of the stormy sea 
Or a ripple in a tiny brook, 
In the magnificent starlit sky 
Or the twinkle that He puts in a little babe’s eye. 
I see God’s wonderful touch, 
Most every place that I look. 
 
Well, if all that you see when you look around 
Are bad things and sad things that get you down, 
If your whole world is gloomy and dark, 
Well, friend, believe me you need a spark, 
A spark from Jesus to set you free 
To give your life meaning so that you can see, 
You’ll see God’s wonderful touch 
Most everyplace that you look. 
 
By Carole Myers 
 
 
 

CARE NOTES TEAM 
 
We need 2-3 people to join the Grace Note writers. If you are 
interested, please see Jill Siler.  
 

WELCOME TEAM 
 
We need volunteers to serve on our Welcome Team each 
Sunday.  This group of volunteers makes sure every person 
who comes through our doors is warmly welcomed and that 
our first-time guests are given a gift.  You simply need to be 
at worship a few minutes early and wear a smile.  If you 
would like to help, please contact the church office. 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 
The Methodist Men will hold the first meeting of the year on 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023, at 6:00 pm at Milano's Pizza. 
All the men of the church are invited to join us for food, 
fellowship, and ministry activities. 
 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
 
Bullard United Women in Faith will be meeting Wednesday, 
January 4, at 10:00 a.m. in The Parlor.  We begin each 
meeting with a prayer and devotional, this month, they will 
be given by Judy Donnelly.  A Bible study based on Luke 
13:22-14:35 will be led by Martha Dinwiddie.  The study is 
based on the book Luke New Hope, New Joy by Ada Lum.  
Books are available for purchase if you do not have one.  We 
will be submitting new pledge cards for 2023 at the meeting. 
 
During our December meeting, we prepared cards and gift 
bags to bring cheer to our Sideline Saints.  It was a true 
blessing to be able to visit with the recipients when the gifts 
were delivered.  Our funds collected during the year were 
distributed to five charities.  After the meeting, we attended 
a luncheon at the Hidden Garden Tea Room in Bullard.  If 
you have any questions, contact Judy Donnelly at (281) 450-
2300. 
 

FLOWER VASES DONATIONS NEEDED 
 
If you have any gently used flower vases (approximately 8-
9 inches tall) that you no longer need, the church needs 
them.  You can drop them off (at your convenience) at 
church on Sunday.  Please set them in the Harper Hall 
kitchen. Or you can drop them off at the church office. 
 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES 
 
The Vine deadline is Sunday, January 15, at 4:30 pm for 
the February newsletter.  Email articles to 
bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org 
 
 

mailto:bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org


 
   

 

POTLUCK DINNER – DECEMBER 
 

 
 

 
 

METHODIST COFFEE CLUB 
 

 

Everyone is invited to join the Methodist Coffee Club, which 
meets here in Bullard on Friday mornings at 10:00 a.m. at 
Coffee Around the Corner. This is a time of fellowship and 
coffee drinking. Everyone is welcome. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  POLICY & PRICE 
 
Altar flowers are a way of honoring a beloved person, 
remembering the deceased, or recognizing an anniversary 
or birthday. 
 
To participate in this expression of your appreciation, 
complete an Altar Flower Form found below the glass case 
in Harper Hall near the children’s wing, or go to our website, 
bullardmethodist.org and drop down the Online Giving tab.  
A payment of $45.00 must accompany your request.  To pay 
online, use a credit card.  To pay by check, indicate on the 
subject line that it is for altar flowers and place the check with 
your request in the offering plate, or take it to the church 
office. 
 
The next three months are listed below.  Check the glass 
cases in Harper Hall or online for an entire year's calendar. 
 

Month Sunday Name 

January 1  

 8  

 15  

 22  

 29  

February 5  

 12  

 19  

 26  

March 5  

 12  

 19  

 26  

 
When you take the altar flowers home, please leave the 
green plastic containers at the church.  These are reused 
each week. 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES FOR 

JANUARY 
 

1 James & Alma McBride 
2 Taylor Burns 

Tom & Lori Day 
Paul & Judy Donnelly 

3 David & Diane Fritsche 
Gary LeVrier 
Margaret Ann Spier 

 7 Brooklyn Lamberth 
  Ruth Sheppard 

10 James McBride 
14 Dean Mason 



 
   

 

 16 Bryan Willis 
 18 Cecil Boren 

Larry Perry 
Neal & Becky Thompson 

 19 Jim & Lynn Summers 
20 Linda Roper 

 25 Jimmy & Madeline Zahirniak 
 26 Myrna Braly 

Dirk Streely 
 27 David Marshall 
 29 Rich Paddack 

Kim Shultz 
31 Alex Leung 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME IN TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

SERVICE – DEC 11 
 

 
 

NEED A NAME TAG? 
 
Active members’ and visitors’ name tags are located on the 
shelf (in alphabetical order) in the foyer. If you need a name 
tag, please put a note in the offering plate, or call Venus at 
the church office at (903) 894-6762. 
 

OUR PRAYERS 
 
Our Homebound – Side-Line Saints - Members & Friends: 
 

Tommie Aulie 
Johnnie Bishop 

Ruby Cables 
Velma Carson 

James & Kathleen Kyles 
JoAnn Smith 
Emilie Stroble 

Ron & Dana Swanson 
Jean Weatherly 

 
 
Active Military Personnel:   

Benjamin Barbour, Bryton Blakeney, Jessica Roper, Tyler 
Scarborough, Victor B. Sheldon and his wife Katy Sheldon, 
Grant Troxell, and others 
 

OUR GIFTS 
 
The Board of Stewards has authorized the Finance 
Committee to establish a new brokerage account for 
securities donated to the church.  The purpose of this is to 
be able to accept donations of stocks and bonds and convert 
them to cash for use by the church as designated by the 
donor. 
 
If you have securities you wish to donate to the church and 
avoid capital gains taxes, please consult with your 
financial advisor and then contact the Finance Secretary, 
Patti Maxwell, or the church office. 
 
Financial Results for November: 
 
          November       Year-to-date 
Contributions (Actual) $  36,095.11   $ 509,712.40 
Contributions (Budgeted) $  43,941.00     $ 497,511.00 
Expenses (Actual) $  60,918.42   $ 518,934.72 
Expenses (Budgeted) $  44,720.00   $ 497,482.00 

 
OUR PRESENCE 
 
Average Attendance (includes In-person & Online): 
 
  November  195 
 Year to date:    211 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   

 

CONTACT US 
 
If you would like to know more about how to become a 
member of Bullard Methodist Church, contact our Pastor. 
 

Bullard Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 152 

204 S. Rather Street 
Bullard, TX  75757 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
  

903.894.6762 (office) 
903.894.3245 (fax) 

 
Office: bullardfumc@bullardfumc.org 
Pastor David: david@bullardfumc.org 

 
Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ who 
worship passionately, love extravagantly, and witness 

boldly. 
 

All members of the church are ministers of the Gospel,  
equipped for sharing the grace of God with the assistance 
of: 
 
CLERGY 
Pastor, Rev. David Brasher 
 
PROGRAMS 
Student Ministries Director, Katie Gage 
Children’s Director, Deirdre Leung 
 
WORSHIP 
Director of Traditional Music, Robert Boren 
Encounter Worship Leader, David Thrasher 
Pianist, Kerry Baham 
 
SUPPORT 
Administrative Assistant, Venus Burns 
Financial Secretary, Patti Maxwell 
Nursery Supervisor, Kimberly Brasher 
Custodian, Louis White 
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